54  THE USE AND ABUSE OF THE WOULD.
be surprised that lie thought it necessary to do so, as a thing which many persons would regard as worthy of reprobation rather than discussion; he considered that he might be blamed as wasting the precious xaoments which the preacher can. claim for the publication of the Gospel of Jesus Christ upon a subject which miglit better deserve a few passing withering words of rebuke, than serious and dispassionate pondering. The preacher of to-day need not be troubled by any such, fears, and need not trouble his hearers with any such apology. To speak, of music is to speak of that of which Holy Scripture is full. I have given you a sample taken from each, cud of the book. To speak of music is to speak of that which accompanies and animates the "Book of Common "Prayer. To speak of music is to speak of that without which our public- service would be intolerably rold and almost dead; nay., it is to speak of that which (as it would seem) is indispensable to the service of heaven itself, and which warms the devotions and interprets the .feelings of saints and angels before the throne of God and of the .Lamb.
Hence the question, would rather seem to be what can be the abme, than what in the proper iise of music? and I might perhaps dis-